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May, 2013 

 

To the Parents of the 2013-2014 Willow Valley Middle School Band: 

Welcome to the Band.  I’m excited to meet all of you and I’m particularly looking forward to getting to 
know your children.  I hope you will find the information in this packet helpful in the weeks to come.  
Remember that summer break is just 10 weeks long. 

There is something I would like you, the parents, to consider as you prepare to send your children off 
in August to become student musicians.  I have learned something lately about college admissions.  
College administrators and recruiters are looking for prospective students who have the qualities of 
dedication and passion.  A friend of mine who is a professor in the USU Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering Department told me recently that his department looks for three things in prospective 
students: 1) high grade point averages, 2) high ACT or SAT scores, and 3) personal excellence in some 
other aspect of their lives.  If the student is a bird enthusiast, he or she should be very dedicated and 
active in the sport of birding.  If the student is a gamer, he or she should be able to show seriousness 
and organized enthusiasm for the hobby.  If the student is a musician, he or she should excel at it and 
have years of experience and recognition to demonstrate what they’ve done.  After years of keeping 
track of students in his department this professor is convinced that students who have these 
extracurricular distinctions usually achieve far more as engineering students than those who only have 
high GPA and ACT scores.   

You and I are offering your child a chance to become extraordinary.  Music and musicianship make life 
better.  They also give young people a chance to show themselves and the world that they are unique 
and passionate about something.  Please help me encourage your child to practice and become 
immersed in music and performing.   The rewards from doing so will last a lifetime. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Will Francis 
Willow Valley Middle School Band 
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Everything You Need to Know and Get  
In Order to Be In the Willow Valley Band 
First of all, welcome to the Band!  I am Mr. Francis, your band director. 
 
Band is a place for learning and growing, fun and laughs, and hard work and hard play.  
Music makes life better.  Knowing how to play music makes life richer for you and 
anyone who hears you.   
 
Now, here’s what you need to do to participate starting in August: 
 

1.) Everyone needs the band method book: “Accent on Achievement, Book 1”.  If you 
can’t find it at a music store before school starts, don’t worry.  We will order it for 
you after the first day of school.  It costs about $8.  ($11 if you play percussion.) 

2.) You need a place to practice at home, and you need a music stand.  Some 
instrument dealers include one with their beginning-student bundle.  Online a 
folding stand can be purchased for about $12. 

3.) You need an instrument.  Please look through the rest of this packet to learn how 
to get an instrument and what to expect to pay. 

 

Instrument Pricing Guide 
 
All the prices I have listed below are from an online music store and were collected in 
May, 2013.  Buying online has its advantages, but I suggest you check out the purchasing 
options at local music stores.  Local stores all offer installment “rent-to-own” plans.  
Most payments will be in the $20/month range.  Online retailers usually don’t have 
installment plans.  Local stores also sometimes have buy back or upgrade options.  And 
they have repair people onsite or nearby.   

PLEASE NOTE: I recommend buying the best instrument you can afford.  A well-made 
instrument makes learning much easier.  In this list the two or three lowest priced 
instruments are not usually going to be of good quality.  AVOID them if possible.  

Also, some instruments are offered in a bundle for the same price or slightly more than 
the instrument alone.  The bundles usually include cleaning materials, music stands, etc.  
Local music stores also offer bundled products. 
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Flutes:  

You need to purchase, rent, or borrow a flute 
from a source in the community. WILLOW VALLEY 
HAS NO FLUTES FOR RENTAL. 

Make sure your flute has a cleaning rod, and have 
it checked for playability (Mr. Francis can do this 
for you when school starts if you want). 
Etude EFL-100 $150  
Allora AAFL-229 $200 
Antigua LFL-2500 $220   
Conn-Selmer FL711 $310   
Gemeinhardt 2NP $400 
Giardinelli GFL-3S $420 
Bundy BFL 300 $450 
Pearl PF500 $495  
Jupiter 511 $700 
 
 
 
Oboes: 
Because of the very high cost of these 
instruments, the school district has 
purchased some of these, and they may be 
rented from the school for $75/year.   
 
You will need to have your own reeds.  They 
cost between $8 and $12.  You need to have 
at least two at a time, and they need to be 
replaced after about a month of use. 
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Clarinets:  

You need to purchase, rent, or borrow a clarinet from a source in the community.   
WILLOW VALLEY HAS NO CLARINETS FOR 
RENTAL.   
 
You will also need four #2 Bb clarinet 
reeds, a reed guard, and a cleaning swab.  
Reeds will last two to four weeks, and will 
have to be replaced throughout the school 
year.  Have your clarinet checked for 
playability (Mr. Francis can do this for you 
when school starts if you want). 
 
Giardinelli LE (bundle) $200 (Large discount) 
Etude ECL-100 $250  
Allora AACL-336 $270  
Conn-Selmer CL711 $340 
Antigua LCL-2500 $350  
Bundy BCL300 $450 
Amati ACL-201 $460 
Buffet Crampon B12 $625 
Jupiter model 637N $850 
 
Bass Clarinets: 
Because of the very high cost of these 
instruments, the school district has 
purchased some of these, and they may be 
rented from the school for $75/year.   
 
You will also need four #2 Bb bass clarinet 
reeds, a reed guard, and a cleaning swab.  
Reeds will last two to four weeks, and will 
have to be replaced throughout the school 
year.   
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Alto Saxophones: 
You need to purchase, rent, or borrow an alto sax from a 
source in the community.  WILLOW VALLEY HAS NO SAXES 
FOR RENTAL.   
 
You will also need four medium-soft alto sax reeds, a reed 
guard, and a cleaning swab.  Reeds will last two to four 
weeks, and will have to be replaced throughout the school 
year.  Have your saxophone checked for playability (Mr. 
Francis can do this for you when school starts if you want). 
 
Giardinelli Student Outfit  $350 (Large discount) 
Allora AAAS-301 $400 
Antigua LSA-2500 $480 
Barrington 301 $480 
Kohlert 450 $495 
Conn-Selmer AS711 $720 
Bundy BAS-300 $1,050 
Amati 33 Series $1,200 
Jupiter Deluxe $1,360 
 
 
Trumpets: 
You need to purchase, rent, or borrow a trumpet 
from a source in the community.  WILLOW VALLEY 
HAS NO TRUMPETS FOR RENTAL.   

You will also need tuning slide grease and valve oil.  
Have your trumpet checked for playability (Mr. 
Francis can do this for you when school starts if 
you want).  There are four tuning slides and three 
valves on a trumpet; all of them should be 
movable. 
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Etude ETR-100 $150 
Brasswind II Trumpet Bundle $180 
Allora AATR-101 $300 
Conn-Selmer TR711 $380 
Antigua LTR-2500 $400 
Bundy BTR-300 $490 
Giardinelli GTR 312 Bundle $500 
Blessing BTR-1266 $540 
Allora AATR-125 $600 
 
 
French Horns: 
You may rent a baritone from Willow 
Valley Middle School for $75 per year.  
You will need to provide your own valve 
oil and tuning slide grease. 

 
Trombones: 
You need to purchase, rent, or borrow a trombone 
from a source in the community.  WILLOW VALLEY 
HAS NO TROMBONES FOR RENTAL.   

You will also need tuning slide grease and slide oil.  
Have your trombone checked for playability (Mr. 
Francis can do this for you when school starts if you 
want).  The main slide should move without 
resistance, and the tuning slide must not be frozen 
in place. 

Etude ETB-100 Bundle $170 
Allora AATB-102 Bundle $300 
Antigua LTB-2500  $400 
Conn-Selmer TB711 $450 
Blessing BTB-1280 $590 
Getzen 351 Bundle $920 
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Baritones: 
Because of the very high cost of these instruments, the 
school district has purchased some of these, and they may 
be rented from the school for $75/year.   
 
You will be responsible to have valve oil and tuning slide 
grease. 
 
 
 

 

 

Tubas: 
Because of the very high cost of these 
instruments, the school district has purchased 
some of these, and they may be rented from 
the school for $75/year.   
 
You will be responsible to have valve oil and 
tuning slide grease. 
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Percussion: 
For the first half of the school year the 
percussion will be studying keyboard 
percussion instruments.  After a solid 
foundation has been laid for that skill set, 
we will start into the drums.   
 
There is a Percussion Kit that the students 
will need, plus a rental fee for the school 
owned instruments that they will be playing 
for the second half of the year.  The rental 
fee is $32, which is half of the rental fee for 
other school owned instruments.   
 
The Percussion Kit, which includes a keyboard instrument and practice pad plus sticks, 
will be necessary for the students’ practicing during the first two or more years of Band. 
 
CB Percussion 8674 $185  

(This is the only brand that this online retailer carries.  Other retailers carry 
comparable products.  Look for Vic Firth, Pearl, Yamaha, Mapex, et al.) 

 
 

Some Sources for Purchasing Equipment: 

 
The Book Table:   29 South Main Street  

Logan, UT 84321  
752-3055 

 
Manning Music Service:  46 S Main St. 

Smithfield, UT 84335 
563-9645 

 
KSM Music:  50 W 400 N 

Logan, UT 84321 
(435) 753-6813 
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Bert Murdock Music   4077 Riverdale Rd 
Ogden, UT 84405 
(801) 621-3898 

 
Summerhays Music Center:  5450 Green Street 

Murray, UT 84123 
(801) 268-4446 

 
The Woodwind & Brasswind:  www.wwbw.com 
 
Interstate Music:  www.interstatemusic.com 
 
Music123:  www.music123.com 
 
The Percussion Source:  www.percussionsource.com 
 
 
PLEASE BE VERY CAUTIOUS WHEN SHOPPING FOR INSTRUMENTS AT ONLINE AUCTION 
AND CLASSIFIED-AD SITES.  It is very difficult to know if the instrument is of good quality.  
If there is no brand name listed, don’t buy it.  If there is and you don’t recognize it, call a 
local music store and see if the brand is worthwhile. 
 
USED INSTRUMENTS are wonderful.  Please understand, however, that used instruments 
often need to be repaired in some way.  You might “test-drive” the instrument to a local 
repair shop before you buy.  (The Book Table has a good onsite repairman.) 
 
 
 


